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Introduction 

Multinational efforts towards supporting environmental projects and initiatives have become all the more 

important in today’s world to mitigate the effects of climate change. Global warming is currently occurring at a 

faster rate than any other point in recorded history; the average rate of temperature increase since 1981 is twice that 

of the rate in 1880. The average global temperature has risen by a little over 1°C since 1880. Much of this rapid 

increase in temperature can be attributed to industrialization and the large amounts of energy that it requires. The 

combustion of fossil fuels, such as coal, oil and natural gas, leads to the emission of greenhouses gases, which 

enhances the greenhouse effect and exacerbate the problem of global warming. Although renewable energy sources 

have become available in recent years, only around a quarter of electricity is being produced by them globally. 

Deforestation has also occurred at alarming rates and this had led to climate change as trees are carbon sinks that 

absorb carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, from the atmosphere.  

Hotter temperatures are leading to warmer oceans which creates more severe and frequent storms. Sea 

levels have risen by 8-9 inches since 1880 due to thermal expansion or the melting of ice caps, leading to higher 

risk of flooding in low-lying areas. The frequency of droughts has increased which has resulted in food insecurity 

in parts of the world that rely on agriculture; these include China, India, Australia, Ethiopia, the Philippines, and 

many more. Furthermore, diseases like Malaria arise from these changing weather patterns and extreme weather 

events can also result in deaths.  

Environmental projects and initiatives also aim to mitigate the human impacts on the environment and to 

conserve nature. Organizations dedicated to enacting such change began being established around the late 19th to 

the mid 20th century as concerns over nature conservation, wildlife protection, and pollution began to arise. In the 

1960s, “green” movements gained momentum with activist nongovernmental organizations and environmental 

political parties being given political expression. Currently, organizations, such as WWF, and countries, such as 

Austria, Canada, and New Zealand, have all placed greater importance on the conservation of the environment and 

have made significant action through the implementation of different environmental projects and initiatives.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 



XXIX Annual Session | Beijing Model United Nations 2022 

Page 2 of 10 | Research Report 

Climate Change  

            Long term changes in regional or global temperatures and average weather pattens  

Global Warming  

The heating of the Earth’s climate due to emissions of greenhouse gases that trap heat within the 

atmosphere 

Industrialization  

The process by which an economy shifts its focus from agriculture to the manufacturing of goods; manual 

labor is replaced by mechanized mass production and assembly lines take the place of craftsmen.  

Greenhouse gases 

Gases that contribute to the greenhouse effect through their absorption of infrared radiation  

Renewable energy  

An energy source that cannot be depleted as they are naturally replenished  

Fossil fuels 

Fuels formed from the fossilized remains of dead plants and animals. These are non-renewable energy 

resources which take millions of years to replenish.     

Carbon sink  

Something that absorbs more carbon than it emits. Examples of carbon sinks are forests, oceans, and soil.  

Extreme Weather  

Unseasonal weather that includes droughts, extended heat waves or cold spells, and heavy rainfall  

Deforestation  

Clearing a wide area of trees  

Background 

History of the issue  

The global concern with environmental issues began with the Earth’s climate in the 1950s after a series of 

significant developments. These included advances in atmospheric sciences that led to a better understanding of the 

atmosphere’s circulation, measurements of atmospheric carbon dioxide levels at Mauna Loa, and the willingness of 

countries to cooperate under the United Nations to address pressing global issues, among a few others. In 1961, a 
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United Nations General Assembly resolution called upon the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the 

International Council for Science (ICSU) to develop new scientific and technological methods to monitor and predict 

the weather; the World Weather Watch and Global Atmospheric Research Programme (GARP) was created as part 

of the plan.  As the World Weather Watch and GARP continued gathering data by monitoring the climate in the late 

1960s, the scientific concern that human activities could be impacting the planet’s climate at a global scale began to 

gain traction.  

The 1979 World Climate Conference, arranged by committee chaired by Robert M. White of the USA, was 

the first major, global climate conference to be held. The conference found that it was necessary for all those involved 

to: “(a) To take full advantage of man’s [sic] present knowledge of climate; (b) To take steps to improve significantly 

that knowledge; (c) To foresee and prevent potential man-made changes in climate that might be adverse to the well-

being of humanity.” Since this conference, other world climate conferences, such as the Second World Climate 

Conference, the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference, and the Toronto Conference have been held for countries 

to come together to devise measures that aim to mitigate the effects of climate change.  

Building on from this, other environmental issues were brought into light, including the conversation of 

wildlife. 1973 was a year in which substantial action was taken, as The Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna was successful in regulating the trade of 36,000 endangered plant and 

animal species. Furthermore, in 1992, the Convention on Biological Diversity came together to devise a system to 

protect ecosystems and their species. In addition, the World-Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), established in 1961, has 

been raising funds to support various projects, including the preservation of white rhino species and the conservation 

of the Amazon.  

Major points to consider  

Fossil Fuels & Renewable Energy 

One of the main driving forces behind climate change is humanity’s increased use of fossil fuels. 

According to the BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2020, fossil fuels are used to meet 84% of the world’s 

energy consumption needs. The burning of fossil fuels releases a large amount of carbon dioxide, which is a 

greenhouse gas, into the atmosphere. Greenhouse gases trap heat in the atmosphere resulting in increased levels of 

global warming. In 2018, 89% of carbon dioxide emissions came from the burning of fossil fuels. Despite the 

harmful effects that burning fossil fuels brings to the environment, they still continue to be the leading source of 

energy for a large proportion of people. Although costs of renewable energy have dropped dramatically in recent 

years, the infrastructure and policies of the energy industry still favor the use of fossil fuels as it continues to be 

more profitable for energy companies to run coal or natural gas power plants. Aside from this, solar and wind 

power are not consistent sources of energy and the best locations for these facilities to be constructed may not have 

enough people living in the proximity. The ability to distribute energy from renewable sources of energy over long 

distances also brings various difficulties. However, these challenges can be overcome as the use of batteries or 

water can store energy and better transmission systems can be built. 

Deforestation  
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Between 2015 and 2020, the rate of deforestation was at 10 million hectares per year; 15.3 billion trees are 

chopped down every year. Although this number has decreased from 16 million hectares per year in 1990, these rates 

are still alarming. The main reasons for deforestation are for agricultural expansion, infrastructure expansion 

(building of roads, plants or buildings) and wood extraction. The loss of forests not only have major implications for 

climate change, but also the biodiversity that inhabit them. Forest loss accelerates global warming as greenhouse 

gases are released into the atmosphere and there is less tress to absorb carbon dioxide. Deforestation accounts for 

around 11% of all global carbon dioxide emissions. Furthermore, the risk of flooding increases and areas are less 

protected against storm damage without these trees. Rainfall patterns are also disrupted, which could lead to 

prolonged droughts in some areas. Forests also serve as a home for a large proportion of the world’s plant and animal 

species. As they are cleared out, the rate of biodiversity loss soars and the threat of extinction becomes more severe 

for several species. Food insecurity is exacerbated for communities who rely on forests for a source of food.  

Sea level rise  

Global sea level has risen by 8-9 inches since 1880. According to the U.N. Atlas of the Oceans, of the world’s 

10 largest cities, 8 live near a coastline. Higher rates of sea level rise could lead to more coastal flooding and more 

destructive storm surges, putting people and infrastructure (roads, bridges, water supplies, power plants, etc.) that are 

essential to jobs at high risk. Not only this, coastal ecosystems are placed under threat if sea level rise continues at 

this rate. These ecosystems provide natural protection against storms and serve as a habitat for wildlife. Freshwater 

water aquifers, which provide for agricultural water supplies, have also become more contaminated.  

 

Major Parties Involved 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 

The WWF is an international, non-governmental organization beginning in 1961 with the aim of reducing human-

impact on the environment and the conservation of nature. Since its emergence, it has gained the support of around 

5 million people worldwide and is currently active in over 100 countries spanning across 5 continents. By its first 

decade of operation, the WWF had raised over $5.6 million in US dollars which was in turn distributed as grants to 

support 356 conservation-related projects around the world. These include a research station established in the 

Galapos islands and an extension in the Southern white rhino range. More recently, the WWF established a US $29 

million conservation fund in 2002 working with the government of Brazil on a large-scale initiative to save the 

Amazon.  

Austria 

Since 2000, the Austrian government had implemented the Environmental Impact Assessment Act assessing 

potential environmental external costs in construction projects and infrastructure projects and has a reported 1.55 

per 100,000 individuals mortality rate attributed to household and ambient air pollution, the lowest amongst its 

neighbors.  Austria also has the highest share of organic farming in Europe to date. 
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The Netherlands 

The Environmental Management Act of 2004 which almost all national legislation incorporates sets out on an 

approach environmental management in the Netherlands and has laid the parameters for several facets of Dutch 

approach towards policy-making regarding the environment. These include centralized trash collection, emission 

standards of greenhouse gases and an impact assessment for infrastructure plans. 

Canada 

Canada has a wide network of associations and directories for the environment. These include the Canadian 

Environmental Network (RCEN), Provincial Environment Networks and Canadian Network for Human Health and 

the Environment (CNHHE). In 2016, the Canadian government implemented its Pan-Canadian Framework on 

Clean Growth and Climate Change which, by 2017, has overseen the pricing of carbon pollution and the 

investment of $3 Canadian Dollars to support clean technology research, development, demonstration and adoption 

in Canada. Most notably, Canada has committed to reach net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.  

New Zealand 

With a pledge aiming to cut emissions by 50 % by 2030, New Zealand has passed multiple laws akin to the 2008 

Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) incentivizing cutbacks in emission. These include the Resource Management Act 

of 1991 and The Environment Act of 1986.  

United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) 

Among Non-governmental organization UNEP successes include the 1987 Montreal Protocol, the 2012 Minamata 

Convention and the development of solar loan programs. It is also credited to facilitating strong intergovernmental 

collaboration between thirteen Secretariat for the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET) and 

work internationally along 50 countries to ensure the progressive development of environmental law.  

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

March 3, 1973 The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and 

Fauna (CITES) regulated the international trade of almost 36,000 endangered plants 

and animals, grouped individually depending on the degree of regulation. 

February 12, 1979 The first World Climate Conference marked the recognition of climate change as a 

serious problem. Resulting in an issued declaration calling on world governments to 

“foresee and prevent potential man-made changes in climate that might be adverse to 

the well-being of humanity”. 
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29 October, 1990 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the second World 

Climate Conference was held in Geneva, Switzerland. Conference objectives included 

the review of the World Climate Programme (WCP) and to recommend policy 

actions. Participants agreed on the need for further scientific research on the 

ramification of climate change and stated that responsive measures must be adopted 

without delay, even with scientific uncertainties.  

June 5, 1992 The Convention on Biological Diversity focused on establishing a shared system of 

costs and benefits covering all ecosystems and species. This later included the 

Cartagena and Nagoya Protocols which entered force in 2003 and 2014, respectively. 

March 21, 1994 The adoption of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate (UNFCCC) at 

the Earth Summit. Signatories agreed to stabilize “greenhouse gas concentrations in 

the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous interference with the climate 

system”. 

1 December, 1997 3rd session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 3) held in Kyoto, Japan. Outcomes 

included the adoption by consensus of the Kyoto Protocol, legally binding emissions 

targets for developed country parties.  

18 December, 2009 The Copenhagen Climate Change Conference lifted climate change policy to the 

paramount political level, significantly advancing negotiations on infrastructure 

needed for global climate change and ended with the denouement of The Copenhagen 

Accord, which expressed intent to constrain carbon levels and begin active response to 

climate change.  

22 April, 2016 A legally binding international treaty, The Paris agreement was adopted by 196 parties 

at COP 21 in Paris, with the objective being for parties to limit global warming to 

below 2 Celsius (compared to pre-industrial levels).  

 

Delegates should utilize this outline of International Environment Agreements (IEA’s) to further their research on 

measures that have been undertaken already at the fortification and, in some instances, revitalization at 

multinational efforts regarding the environment, invigorating their approach towards possible solutions. 

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

Although Public Opinion in the recent century has been widely pessimistic about government approaches 

to combatting the environmental crisis, the notable attempts that had been made thus far are undeniably salient in 

continued future efforts.   

The Montreal protocol of 1987 marked a historic environmental accord, becoming a preponderate model 

for future diplomacy on environmental issues. The accord, which was ratified by every country, required members 
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to stop producing substances that damaged the ozone layer. Under the accord, nearly 99 per cent of ozone-depleting 

substances were eliminated including chlorofluorocarbons (CFC’s) and, with the Kigali Amendment, 

hydrofluorocarbons (HFC’s). With its universal ratification, The Montreal Protocol is widely regarded as hugely 

successful in its original intents; however, it has been criticized as failing to directly address global warming. 

Regardless, its successes in reducing ozone-depleting substances and reactive chlorine and bromine in the 

stratosphere has unequivocally led to the ozone layer’s first signs of recovery.  

• Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (with annexe), September 16, 1987 (No. 

26369)  

• Handbook for the Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer (fourteenth edition), 2020 

In contrast to the Montreal Protocol, the Kyoto Protocol, which received signatories by 38 developed countries, 

aimed to reduce annual greenhouse gas emissions by an average of 5 per cent relative to 1990 levels. In practice, 

although overall global emissions rose, the 38 countries did succeed in reducing output by 2 gigatons per year 

collectively, as directed by the terms of the treaty. However, the faltering of the United States and Canada from the 

deal and the 2008 financial crisis can discount 2.2 Gt from the total and 10 countries achieved targets only through 

purchasing carbon credits. This arguably discounts 0.3 gigatons of Carbon Dioxide levels and an outcome not 

wholly reflective of the supposed cuts. However, its successes in operationalizing committed industrialized 

countries and economies in limiting and reducing greenhouse gases in accordance with individualized targets, the 

Doha Amendment and the implementation of measures to monitor emission targets are undoubtedly of importance 

to future meetings.  

• Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 11 December 1997 

More recently, the Paris Agreement was adopted by 196 Parties in a multilateral, legally binding international 

treaty on climate change. Its goal being to limit global warming below 2 Celsius compared to pre-industrial levels. 

To achieve this, countries committed to reaching global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible 

and achieving climate neutral world by mid-century. Although it can be viewed as a landmark for multinational 

commitment to undertake economic and social transformation through financing technology and Capacity-

Building, the terms laid out in the Paris Agreement did not include repercussions for countries that failed to meet 

their targets. It is arguably due to this lack of legal ramification that every Group of Twenty (G20) country has thus 

far, failed to meet the accord, with experts pointing to the structure of the agreement allowing for free-riders, which 

may explain developed countries unwillingness towards ratification and that current pledges may not be sufficient.    

• Paris Agreement to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, T.I.A.S. No. 16-1104, 

December 12, 2015  

 Other regional, bilateral agreements and Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEA’s) have also added to a 

growing number of conventions driving and initiating environmental action. Concerning the UNEP, these include 

hosting 11 MEA’s (including three of which the Global Environment Facility financed) and 6 Regional Seas 

Conventions. Notable examples include the Rotterdam Convention, promoting shared responsibility and push 
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cooperative efforts in regulating the trade of dangerous chemicals on the international level, The Basel Convention, 

aimed to prevent the transfer of hazardous waste by developed countries to less developed countries, The Tehran 

Convention, the first legally binding agreement signed by all five Caspian littoral states as an overarching 

governance framework for sustainability in the Caspian Sea region, and the Vienna Convention for the Protection 

of the Ozone layer that provided frameworks for international reductions in CFC’s. These MEA’s are largely 

respected for their unique compliance procedure. Its counterparts have also been commended for its effectiveness 

in protecting endangered species against the ongoing threat of illegal trade and overexploitation.   

• Basel Convention on the Controls of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, 

May 2000 (series/SBC No: 99/009)  

• Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and 

Pesticides in International Trade, September 10, 1998 (C.N.114.2019.TREATIES-XXVII.14)  

• Rotterdam Convention on the prior informed consent procedure for certain hazardous chemicals and 

pesticides in international trade, March 6, 2003  

Economic theory, however, suggests that IEA’s will fail due to free-rider problems and previous empirical works 

have suggested that such agreements do not reduce emissions; however, most environmental problems have a 

transboundary nature and often a global scope, which some believe may see more success when coupled with rising 

globalism and diversification. 

Possible Solutions 

• Push governments to commit, invest and develop in renewable projects, which is key to the innovation and 

sustainment of current and new technologies, including clean energy applications such as electricity 

networks, electric vehicles, biofuels and water heat collectors (although this is more applicable to 

developed countries). 

• Introducing policies incentivizing and focusing on the prices of environmentally friendly, biodegradable 

and organic consumerist goods and industries. This may be done through subsiding or granting industries, 

whilst simultaneously lessening the subsidization of potentially jeopardizing industries.  

• Biological sciences and environmental sciences remain comparatively unsupported. The unsatisfactory 

state of current ecological sciences, environmental engineering, environmental monitoring and biodiversity 

reflects the low level of funding allocated by governments to these fields, simultaneously initiating intense 

competition within these industries. Furthermore, more effective information systems may need to be 

implemented, which may avoid unnecessary duplication of efforts, ensure comparability and the overall 

quality of data. Delegates may choose to persuade governments for more funding of research within the 

aforementioned fields, which may see major contributions to the understanding of the ability of the 

environment to sustain human activities in the long term. 

• Introduce international treaties binding in nature, combatting the existing problem of lack of enforcement 

and motivation to reach IEA agreements and the predomination of economic interest being the main 
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concern, thus decreasing worry for free-riding countries and lifting guarantee other signatories will 

implement vigorous enforcement regulations. 

• Strengthen Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC’s), country pledges in reduction of emissions in 

light of the Paris Agreement. Piggy-backing of that example, delegates may push to follow and develop 

past treaties which have hitherto seen measurable success. 

• Setting both “result-oriented” and “action-oriented” compliance control mechanisms for certain IEA’s, 

with definitive environmental standards to be achieved within a set time limit, heightening party 

obligations to an IEA and reducing frequented mistakes of lack of clear target in abstract treaties. 

• As put by an independent review by the United Nations: the current framework of international 

environmental governance is weakened by institutional fragmentation and specialization and lack of a 

holistic approach to environmental issues and sustainable development. Delegates may therefore seek to 

push for articulations and adjustments within International Organizations and governments, or a legal 

framework important to industrialized countries. 

• In many countries, consequences of environmental rules and regulations are rather inadequate, leading to 

poor understanding of legislators and decision-makers in biological resources and the affect of human 

activity on them. This may prompt delegates to implement and ensure frequent reporting, monitoring and 

proper assessment of facts for states committing to IEAs through both NGO’s and Governmental 

Organizations, including those presenting opinion and view of compliance and overall efficacy of treaty 

objectives. 

• Set up assessment boards and scientific advisory committees consisting of expert bodies for both the 

reportation and assessment of reportation objectives. Whilst broadening supplementary means of 

information gathering through both on-site inspections and fact-finding mission, executed preferably 

through noncentralized means. 

• Emphasize on the role of NGO’s in Compliance Control Procedures within treaties, serving as both a 

decentralized method of Compliance Control and to fulfil counter-statements for which the state may fail to 

provide for councils overseeing progresses. 

• Introduce mechanisms of mobilizing, diffusing and using scientific expertise in conjunction with fulfilling 

treaty obligations. 
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